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 -PERTH,20 Marckyz 1 6 5 the 


A Short” Exhortation» and War- 

> ning, To the Miniſters and Profefſours : 

wg of this Kirk; From the Commiſſion 77. . 4 4m, +4 
of the Generall Afembtie, 


' He eminent” danger. of Reli- 
gion, King, and Kingdom, by the un- 
jaſt Invaſion of the blatphemous Sefarien 
ArmiegThe ſad condition of our Conntrey- 
men in the Sourh-parts of the kingdom, 
groaningunder the grievous Oppreſiton of 

Strangers, devouring their tubltance, and enſhaving their per- 
ſons, the ſad ſilence in many Congregations, - whoſe Teachers 
are driven intocorners by the violence of che Eneraies,contem« 
ners of GODS Ordinances, and mockers of His Meſſengers; 
The Adverſarierroaring 8& making aitrange noiſe in the midit - 
af ſome Congregations,the Inevitable hazard of our dear bre-. 
thren, co bee leduced into pernicious Hereſies and Erronrys, by 
the deceatfull practiſes and ſpeaches of Sefaries, that are cun- 
ning todeceave,8& ſpeaklies in hypocriſte; The Innocent blood 
of our brethren murthered by the-Sword of a mercileſle ene- 
mie; the ſighing of the Priſoners, Inhumanelic and cruelly uſed * 
by theſe who keep themeapcive, Thecare of preſerving our 
olterity from being ſiak in che dark dungeon of Errowrs, and 
faſt bound wich the heavie chayns of baſett S/ayerie;Doe cry ſo 
lowdin the ears of all who have ears to hear, and a heart to un- 
derſtand;to bee awake and quickenedunto the neceſſarie Due- 
tieof the ryme, that itisa wonder that anie Fenaþ ſhould bee 
found faſt aſleep in ſo great a Scorm,, - wherein che Kirk and - 
kingdom are lyketo bee oyer-whelmed:; Yetthe conſcience of 
Ok-- our Duetie + 
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2. A Short Exhortation and Wworning. 


our Duetie, accordirg to the truſt committed to us, andthe 
carriage of ſome whoeither 6ppreſt with a Lethargie; lye (till, 
or ſeazed upon by 8 benumming coldnefſe, move flowlie, or 
carried about with the wynde of Strange Doftrine, as children 
are toſſed to and. fro, and move contrarilie,. Conſtrayn us, to 
lift up our voyces, & fromthe Watch-tower, whereon weeare 
ſet, To give watning unto the Profeſſours and Miviſtgrs of 
che GoSPELL throughout the Land,, and ro Waken them 
up totheir duetie, as they would avoyd the diſpleaſure of the 
ALMIGHTIE, And eſcape the deſerved puniſhments and 
cenſures which may bee inflicted by Indicatories Civile and Ec- 


*cleſiaſtick"reſpeQive, upon deficients in,-& delinquents againſt 


# 


duetie, accottirg co the Degree of their offence. 

Weeexhoire ali: men unto Kepentance , to return fromthe 
evili of their thoughts and wayes, and to mobrn airer the 
LORD, comming to Him throughthe Mg DiaToR of 


'the New Teſtament, by whom wee have an Attonement tho- 


row Fayth in His Blood, It is more ther hightyine for all to 
bee humbled. under the Mightie Hand:of GO D., who hath 


-caſt us down, And is able torayſe us up agayn, who hath 


wounded, and is able tro bynd up our wounds. To this eftect 
wee have appoynted a Solemn Day of Fait and Humiliation, 


For che cautesſentiuntothe ſeverall Presbyteries. 


It is the Duetie of the Members of this K 1K « , and: Sub- 
Jeas of this kingdom, arthistyme , moſt chearfullie unani- 
movuſlie and ſpeedilie to:come out,and concurre. in the cong= 
mon defence of Religion, King, and kingdom, endangered by }. 
the unjult Invaſion of Forraigners , according to the call and 


"command of Authoritie : Let ir bee ſeriouſlic layd to heart, 
how much blood is ſpilt, 'how manie Townes and Shyres are 


ſpoyled, how miſerablie our Brethren are diſtrefled and op- 
prefied, how much the common. Enemie is ſtrengthened, while 
you are onlie preparing for Reliefe, What-ſo-ever #5 done to. 


"the leaft of them. for this Cauſe, ts to bee taken as done to vs all 


i gonerall ," and to everie oneof vs in particular , according to 
4 | the 


A Short Exhortation and warning, 3 


totheexpreſle wordes of the Nationall CovsnantT. And 
in foe rearmes, wee are obliedged by the Solemne League 
and Covenant to aſi ( which neceſfarilie importeth con- 
currence)) and defende'all that enter the Leagne and Covenant 
in the maintaining thereof , Wee obtelt and exhort you for the 
Intereſt wee have in the common Adventure of theſe rich 
goods our Lyves; our Liberties, our King , our Religion, 
whichare all embarked in one bottome, that yee abandone 
not the ſhip of the Common-wealth in this Tempeſt ; For if 
che Ship periſh, what can bee ſafe that is within? 

If you tender true Religion,you ſee how the SeFaries ſhow 
themſelves-playne enemies thereto, and maintaine that im< 
pious' monſter of To/eratiou ;' Though Religion were riot in. 
the Queſtion, Let Loyaltie to your King , the onlie King in 
the world, Whois ina Religious Covenant with GOD and 
His People, animate you agaynſt theſe who are his enemies, 
Becauſe Fes isa King , and becauſe Covetanted; Caftnoroff 
the care you ought co have of 'your Counttey > which yee ſee 
manyfeſtlie and violentlie Ruined before your eyes, If theſe 
will not move you ( wee ſpeake the language of our worthie 
Reformers in the lyke caſe of Invaſion by forraigners) Re. ©* 
member your Wyves,Children, and Poſteritie ; your Ancient <* 
Heritages and Houſes; And bee affared theſe Strangers will < 
not regard your Rights, when ever occafion ſhall ſerve; And © 
if yeepurpole, ( As wee doubt not, burall theſe who have © 
either wit or manhood will declare and prove indeed) to ** 
brooke your Ancient Rowmes and Heritages, defended va. ** 
_— your cowragivous Progenitours agaynlt all Strangers ** 
Invaders of the fame { ſuch as the Se&arjes ate this day ) IF © 
you will not bee flavesto'theim, and have your Lyves, your 
Wyves, your Children, your 'Sabſtance, and; what-ſo-ever * 
is deare unto you caſtat their feete, ro bee uſed and abufed, at ** 
the pleaſure of ſtrange Souldiours; IF yee will nor have expe- © 
rience ſome day in your owne perſons ('as-wee ſuppoſe rhe 
leaſt of you wouldnor gladlic have , but would rather chooſe « 
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" A Short Exhortation and warning. 


» With Honourtodiein defence of his own Native Rowme,thea 
»» liveandſeryeſoſhamefull a ſervitude ) Then Brethren, joyne 
2» with che Forces of the Kingdom, and both-with Wit &&Man- 
»» hood oppoſe the common Enemie; Or elſe qur Liberties ſhall 
2» bee here-afterdearer bought; Lernone bee ſo unhappieand 
25 miſchievous, And fo with-dcaw himſelfe herefrom. 


Except men will blot out of their hearts the love of-Reli- 
oion,calt off Loyaltie to Soveraigne Authoritie,. and lay aſyde 
all care of their Countrey, Lawes, Liberties. and Eſtatcs, yea, 
all naturall attection to the preſervation of .what-ſo-ever is 
deareſt co them under the: Synne, ( all being ina viſible Dan- 
ger of Ruine and Deſtruttiuvn)) They muſt now or. never ap- 
peareactivelie, .cachone ſtretching bjmſclfeco the uttermoſt 
of his power.. Itisno tyme nay to delay, nor gucabout the 
Þbuſineſle by balffes,nor beealmoſt, byrtall-togecher zealous. 
The Scripture pronounceth bim curſed ,.thatdoeth the Work 


. of the LORD. negligentlie, that commeth rot foorth to 


che helpe of the LORD agaynſt the Mightic. If wee have 


been forward to affiſt oor neyghbour. kingdomes, ſhall wee 


negle todefend our owne> Or ſhall the Enemie of GOD 
bee more aQtive agaynlt His Cauſe, then His-Covenanted Peo- 
ple forit? GOD forbid, If the Work ſhall now miſcarrie 
and fay]ein our handes through our unfaythfulneſle, our owne 
conſcience ſhall condemne us, and Poſtericie ſhall curſe us. 
Who knoweth , but if wee ſtand ftoutlic and ſteadfaſtlie toir, 
the LORD may yet command opr Delyverance, and. ſhow 
us His Salvation, x | 

Let all fortes both of High and-Lowe Degree in this king- 
gome,call to mynde their Solemne Covenantes; and namclic, 


3» that Article of our Nationall Covenant, which obliedgeth us 


not to ſtay nor hinder anie ſuch reſqlution as by common con- 
ſent ſhall bee found rocondnce for the endes of the Covenant: 
Byr. by all meanes to further and promove the ſame: Which 
lycth as a bond upon peoples conſciences teadilic ro obey ſuch 
ardours, as by che publick reſolution of the Parliament, ang 
DE ae Commiſſion 
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eAShort Exhertation and warning, F 


Commiſſion of the Generall Aſſemblie , are found neceſſarie 
. forthe proſecution of the Warre; Andthat Article of the So- 
lemne League .and Covenant which obliedgeth us. Not to *< 
ſuffer our telves directlie nor. indiretlie by what-ſome-ever © 
Combination, Perſwaſion , or Terrour, to bee divyded and *©* 
with-drawne, from this Bleſſed Union and Conjundtion , or << 
to make defection tothe contrarie part , Or to give our ſelves <c 
over toadeteſtable indifferencie, and neutralitic in the Cauſe, << 
According to which Article Mens realitie and integriticinthe «« 
Covenant will bee manyfeft and demonſtrable; As: well by ; 
their omiſhonsas Commiſſions,by their not doing good, as by | 
their doing evill, Hee that is not with us, is agaynſt us; and 
hee that gathercth not with us, ſcattereth, Since everie mans 
not adventuring his perſon,not ſending outtheſe that are un- 
der his power,according to publik order & appoyntment;And 
not paying the Contributions impoſed for Mayntenance of 
the Armie,have been formerlic eſteemed a ground of judging 
men Enemies, Malignantes, and Covenant. breakers; Wee 
wiſh it may bee the carc of all to ſhunne the wayes-that may 
bring them, under theſe foule CharaQters, and. whereby they 
may runne themſelves under the. hazard ofthe diſpleaſure of 
.G.O'D.: and the-cenſures of the K 1-z x, and no doubt of 
civile puniſhment alſo to bee inflicted by the State. 
Let Miniſters as the Meſſengers of the LO RD , ſtirre op 

others both publickly, by free and faytbfull Preaching, and 
privately, by admoniſhing everie one of his Duetie , as there 
(hall bee. occaſion . - Conſidering that ſilence in the publick , 
Cauſe; Eſpeciallic in, publick Faſtes, not labouring tocure _, 
ghe diſaffetion of people, not urging them to conſtancie and 
patience, in bearing of publick burthens, nor to forwardnefſe , 
in the publick cauſe: That ſpeaking ambiguovſly,inclyningrto 
juſtific the wicked cauſe, uttering wordes which ſavour of : 
diſaffeQion , complayning of the tymes in ſuch away as way _. 
ſeale the heartes of people from Jyking good inſtrementes 
ia this Work , and conſequentlie from G O-D'S Cavle; pn bs 
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6: A ſhort #xhortation and Warning. F- 


that ſome readepublick ordours, and ſpeake agaynſtthem in 
private conference; Are reckoned upamongtt the enormi- 
ties and corruptions of M1NISTERS in their Callings, 
byche GenERALL ASSEMBLIE, 1646. Scll.10. 
And becauſe the Commiss1o0n of the Gene- 
RALL ASSEMBLIE, Intheir REMONSTRANCE 
tothe ConventionofEs TATE s, Iulic 6. 164 3 teaching 
all true Patriots and Profeſſours of the Reformed Religion, 
that they may learne to diſcern and know the Enemies of the 
- Kink, amongſt other marks of eMalignants, give this, Their 
2? offering to. Presbyteries, In allche quarters of the Kingdome 
2» Papers contratie tothe DECLARATION S of the Com- 
2» miſſioners of the Generall aflemblic. The Generall Aſſem- 
»* blie 1 645. In their Seaſonable Warning , 1 2. Februarie, 
2» gave theſe Characters of ſecrer eMaliynants and Diſcovenan- 
2? fers, Their flighting and cenſuring of the publick Reſolu- 
»» tions of this Kizx and STATE; Their labouring to 
» rayſe Tealoufies and Diviſions, to retard or hinder the exe- 
2» cution of what is ordayned by the publik Iudicatories; Their 
2» Cenſuring and Slandering of theſe whom GOD hath uſed 
22 as His Chiefe Inſtcumentes in this Work; Theirdrawing of 
»» Parties and Factions for weakening of the Common Unicn, 
»» Their Endevours, Informations, and Sollicitations, tending 
»» to weaken the heartes and handes of others* and to mekerhem 
2» with-holde their aſſiſtance from this Worke : Enjoynirg ſuch 
”» tobee well marked, cymely diſcovered, and carefullic avoy- 
2» ded;leſt they infuſe their counſelles into the myndes of orhers: 
” Wherein they requyre Miniſters to bee faythfull, and Preſ- 
»» byteries to bee vigilant andimpartiall, As they will anſwer che 
?> Contrarieto GOD, andrtothe Generall Aſſemblie, or their 
»» Commiſſioners. The Generall Aſſcmblie, 1646. Sefl. 10. 
3» Ordayneth, That belz des all other Scandalles, Silence, and 
» Ambiguoos ſpeaking in the pablick, mach more detracting 
” & diſaft:Qed ſpeaches bes ſeaſonably cenſured. The Gene- 
” alt Aiſemblic, 1647. SE$s, 27, Docth inthe ary” 
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of GOD, inhibit the ſpreading and diſperſing of Erroweons &« 
Bodkes, or Papers, Pamphlets, Lybelles, and Letters, Requyring « 
all Miniſters, to warne their Flockes agaynſt ſuch Bookes in cc 
generall,and particularlie, agaynſt ſuch as are moſt plauſible in c« 
linuating and dangerous, And ordayncth Presbyteries and «cc 
Synodes, to trye and proceſle ſuch as ſhall tranſgreſle, Recom- «c 
mending to Civik Magiſtrates, that they may bee pleaſed to 
bee aſfiiting to Miniſters and Presbyteries, in the execution cc 
pe this At; Andcoconcurre with their Authoritie, for that 
eltect, | | - 
Therefore, for execution of the foreſayds Ads of Aﬀſem- 
blie, and preventing the eminent danger of Religion, the peo- 
ple of GOD, and the kingdome, bY practiſes leading to en- 
conragethe heartes, and ſtrengrhen the handes of Enemies, in 
proſecuting their wicked purpoſes, to make faint the heartes, 
and enfeeble the handes of GODS People, and to ſeduce 
their myndes, with diviſive and ſeparating counſelles and prin= 
ciples; According tothe power and truſt committed to us, 
And according to the practiſe of former Commiſhons of the 
Generall Aſſemblie, Wee do, in the Nawe of G OD, inbibir 
and diſcharge all Miniſters to preach , andall Miniſters and 
Profeſſours , to detract , ſpeake, or wryte agaynt the late 
Publick Reſolutions and Papers of the Commiſſion of the Ge= 
nerall Aſſemblie, In ordour to the calling foorth of the peo- 
ple, for rhe neceflarie Defence of the Cauſe and kingdome; 
Agaynlſt the Unjuſt Invaſion of theſe Eemies tothe Kingdome 
of GOD, andrtothe Governement of this Kigx and King- 
dome ; Or to ſpreade and diſperſe Letters, /nformations, 01 anie 
other Papers, agaynſt the ſame,or in anie other way to ob{tru&t 
that ſervice, Tending tothe Preſervation and Defence of Re- 
ligion, king, and Kingdome ; Requyring Miniſters to warne 
their Flockes of thele Papers in generall, And particularlie 
ſuch as are woſt plauſible, Inſinuating and dangerous: And 
wee doe leriouſlie recommend to Presbyteties , that with. all 
vigilancie, they take ſpeciall notice anG tryall of ſuch —_ 
wItnin 


:: _ 4ShortExhortation ani warning. 
within their botids, whetherſuch as have cheic ſtation there, or 
ſuch asin this troubleſom tymeghave cheir preſent reſidece,Mi- 
niſters, or others, 6 impartially proceed againſt them, As they 
will be anſwerable. As alſo we do,in the Name of GOD,cxhore 
al Miniſters,faichfully co declare 8&'witnes,at al occaſions,theirc 
unfained hatred of malignacy,8malignat conrſes,&in their whol 
deportment,to evidence their wonted zeale againſt a]l waligzze 

Gi peter never co theCauſe of GOD & Covenirt:& particu- 
arly,totakenotice of al workers of Piery 8 Godlinelie;3c of al, 
who after the profeſſion ef their repetice for their acceſlion to 
walignat cornrſts,(hal bee found,in private or publick,by word or 
deed,venting their affeftion therunts, & after eryal,condignly 
cacenſure them in their ſeverall Presbytcries. And to report an 
accompt of their diligence in the premiſſes to this. Comiſſion 
from tyme to eyme;, 

Though our Difficulties bee- manie and growing, yet 
when woe looke back upon rhe great thinges which GOD 
hath done for us;and for our Predeceſſoures, and our manyfold + 
Delyverances our of ſeyerall Dangers and Difficalties 5 which 
appeared inſuperable, Experience breedeth Hope: Our Fa- 
thers trulted in GOD; they cruſted in Him ,' and Hee did 
delyver them; they cryed unco Him;and weredelyvered; they - 
crafted in Him, and were not confounded, Ler us wayte upon 
Him, who hydeth Himfelfe from tho houſe of Ia@o ns. Lec 
uscryeuntothe LORD OF HOSTES, who hath de- 
lyrercd us, and doeth delyver us: Andin Him ler ustruſt,'that 
Hee will yer delyver us: Thovgh for a ſmall moment Hee hath 
forſaken us, yer with great mercies Hee will gather us, Hee 
who hath ſhowed us greatand ſore troubles , Gall uicken os 
_agayn; and-ſhall bring. us up agayne; from the Deprhes of the 
Earth: Hee ſhall encreaſſe our-Screngrth, and comfort us on 
- everio ſyde;, agaynſt our Feares on: everie ſyde: Onlie bee 
ſtrongy bee of good cowcage,, beeof one'mynde, and ac- 
cord ia che Worke of ch: LORD, and the GOD of 
Laveand Pcace, fall bee wich you, 20 15" (0 
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